
Operation 
Christmas Child 

 
� 2 

Annual Election 
Meeting 

 
� 3 

2011 Harvest 
Festival Is Near 

 
� 3 

October Workday � 4 

Our Mission Field � 4 

Family News  
 
� 5 

FYI: Events 
Calendar 

� 6 

Financial Report 
 
� 7 

We Have a New 
Employee 

 
� 7 

For Sale by 
Owner: Green Hills 

Plot 

 
� 7 

Inside this issue: 

   SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GVBC PURPOSE 

STATEMENT 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ-like character 
~and serving others in love. 

GVBC MISSION 

STATEMENT 
Helping people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

October 19, 2011 

Issue 19 

There are times in my life when I wish I had more money. I 
would like to travel more, to get a new car, to buy Disneyland 
passes, to save more for retirement and Joshua’s college 
education, and to pay off bills with more peace of mind. Linda 
and I are committed to giving at least 10% of our income to the 
work of God, but sometimes when I write those checks to GVBC 
or other missionary/social justice causes, it hurts to give that 
much away. I compare myself to others who have bigger houses 
and more stuff . . . and I feel poor. 

 

Maybe you can identify with me. But are we as poor as we think we are?  To 
help us imagine what poverty looks like, an economist painted a picture of 
what would need to happen if we were to truly take on the lifestyle of more 
than 1.3 billion people who live in desperate property. 

 

We begin by invading the house of our imaginary American family to 
strip it of its furniture. Everything goes: beds, chairs, tables, television 
set, lamps. We will leave the family with a few old blankets, a kitchen 
table, a wooden chair. Along with the bureaus go the clothes. Each 
member of the family may keep in his “wardrobe,” his oldest suit or 
dress, a shirt or blouse. We will permit a pair of shoes for the head of 
the family, but none for the wife or children. 

We move to the kitchen. The appliances have already been taken out 
so we turn to the cupboards:  the box of matches may stay, a small 
bag of flour, some sugar, and salt. A few moldy potatoes, already in 
the garbage can, must be hastily rescued for they will provide much of 
tonight’s meal. We will leave a handful of onions and a dish of dried 
beans. All the rest we take away:  the meat, the fresh vegetables, the 
canned goods, the crackers, the candy. 

Now we have stripped the house:  the bathroom has been dismantled, 
the running water shut off, the electric wires taken out. Next we take 
away the house. The family can move to the toolshed. 

Communications must go next. No more newspapers, magazines, 
books — not that they are missed since we must take away our 
family’s literacy as well. Instead, in our shantytown we will allow one 
radio. 

Now government services must go. No more postman, no more 
firemen. There is a school, but it is three miles away and consists of 
two classrooms. There are, of course, no hospitals or doctors nearby. 
The nearest clinic is ten miles away and is tended by a midwife. It can 
be reached by bicycle provided the family has a bicycle which is 
unlikely. 

Finally, money. We will allow our family a cash hoard of $5.00. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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We are excited to kick-off Operation Christmas Child again at 
GVBC. This is a tangible way to share God’s love with needy 
children overseas. 

Since Samaritan’s Purse launched the project in 1993, more 
than 85 million, filled shoeboxes have been delivered to children 
in over 130 countries around the world. 

The shoeboxes open doors to introduce boys and girls to the 
real meaning of Christmas through Gospel 
booklets and the 12-week discipleship 
program called The Greatest Journey. 

You can use your own shoebox or pick one 
up in the Narthex after services. If you choose 
to give the shipping donation online, you can 
be informed of the final destination of your 
box. 

There is information on how to fill a shoebox on a shoestring 
budget at http://www.makingoccshoeboxgifts.blogspot.com 

Collection day for the filled shoeboxes will be during both of our 
Thanksgiving Services on Sunday, November 20. 

2011 OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD GIFT BOXES 

 

More than 1.3 billion people live in this kind of desperate poverty. Does this make me feel 
guilty?  Yes and no. No, because I’m learning to be content and grateful to God for what he’s 
blessed me with. Yes, because I’m so consumed with meeting my own needs I often neglect 
the greater needs around me — both locally and throughout the world. 

 

I have a great place to sleep every night and I know where my next meal is coming from. I 
have plenty of clothes, two cars that work fine, educational opportunities for my son, and the 
freedom to worship God. I am not as poor as I sometimes think I am. I have so much to give. 

 

Psalm 140:12 says:  “I know that the Lord secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause 
of the needy.” My prayer is that I would learn to do the same. There is a Hole in Our Gospel. 
Let’s allow God to change our hearts so we can change our community and our world. 

Daniel Matsuda 
Associate Pastor, Youth 

(Pastor Daniel Continued from page 1) 
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ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

12:30 — 2:30 P.M. 

COMMUNITY HALL 

GVBC 2011 Harvest Festival is Near 
Monday, October 31 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

The Annual Harvest Festival is coming and we need your help! 

We’d appreciate it if each family could contribute 1 to 2 bags of individually wrapped candy (unopened 
bags). Candy will be collected in the box in the church Narthex beginning Sunday, October 2. Also, we 
need around 150-200 very small, 4 inch (4”), squat pumpkins. 

Help is also needed with setup, clean-up, booth breakdown, candy distribution, costume preparation, 
distribution and laundering, security, and traffic control. Setup will be on Sunday, October 30, following 
the second service. 

On Monday, October 31, doors close at 7:30 p.m., however, the booths will remain open until 8:00 p.m. 
to allow the children enough time to visit the booths. 

If you, your Community Group, or ministry are interested in helping, please contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 
684 or email her at: susan@gvbc.net. 

It’s almost time for our Annual Election Meeting. The agenda will include the election of Board of Deacon 
members and the adoption of the 2012 General Fund Budget. We will also be considering constitutional 
amendments which require a quorum of 25% of our voting members, so please plan on attending. 

A copy of the budget will be available in the Narthex by Sunday, October 30. 

The slate of candidates: 

Moderator: David Cheng 

Member-at-large: Alina Lucas 

Member-at-large: Rodney Tanaka 

Member-at-large: Sharon Woo 

You can purchase a box lunch for $5.00 from Back Home in Lahaina (includes Teriyaki Chicken, rice, 
vegetables and a cookie) or you can bring your own lunch. 

Fill out the flyer on the Narthex counter and turn in your money at the counter. 

DEADLINE to purchase a box lunch is Sunday, November 6. 

See you all there! 
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Thank you to the volunteers who took time out of their busy week to help with the cleaning and 
maintenance of the facilities. We are very appreciative of Sports Ministry’s volleyball and basketball 
teams who helped out. We: 

Cleaned the Denker parking lot 

Cleaned out the drains on the south side in preparation for the rain (just in time!) 

Weeded the front of the sanctuary & south side 

Fixed the kick stands on doors of rooms 250 & 251 

Put up projector screen in room 254 

Changed out door handle in room 159 

Fixed the stuck door in the women’s restroom 

Put in new light ballast in the office 

Changed burnt out light bulbs 

Cleaned kitchen stove & floor drains 

Repaired cement at rental unit 

Prepared TV/DVD carts 

Dusted, polished sanctuary pews and replaced pens & envelopes 

And many other minor projects. 

A delicious curry lunch was prepared by the Thursday and Friday community groups. Besides eating, 
great conversation takes place at lunch! We are thankful for this wonderful facility, and all are welcomed 
to come out to help keep it in great shape. The next Work Day is Saturday, November 5. Come join in 
the fun! 

OUR MISSION FIELD 

OCTOBER WORK DAY 

Citylights Church by Tom Demorest, Teaching Pastor 

We are excited to announce the opening of a second Citylights worship location. On Sunday, 
September 18, we celebrated the successful launch of Citylights—Orange County. Citylights OC 
will be meeting Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in the community center at Mile Square Park in the city of 
Fountain Valley. 

The goal of this new church plant is to 
reach the large (and surprisingly un-
reached) number of Vietnamese Americans 
in the area. With a current population of 
200,000 people, Vietnamese Americans are 
the third largest people group in Orange 
County behind only Caucasians and 
Mexican Americans. Although many 
churches target the first generation 
Vietnamese by teaching in Vietnamese, the 
vast majority of the second and third generation 
who prefer English remain unreached.  

Many of the Vietnamese pastors in the area recognized this need and approached our own Thien Doan 
with the call to plant a second Citylights Church in Orange County. Thien is trained and experienced as 
a church planter and is Vietnamese American so he understands some of the uniqueness of the culture. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Grand Opening of Citylights Grand Opening of Citylights Grand Opening of Citylights ———   Orange CountyOrange CountyOrange County   
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New baby announcement 
� Congratulations to new grandparents, Danny & Wendy Nakano in the birth 

of their first grandson, Marcus Kazuki Vo. Little Marcus was born on 
Monday, October 17 at 1:46 p.m. He was 7 lbs. 1 oz. and 19 inches long. 
Proud parents are John & Kristin [Nakano] Vo. 

Wedding announcements: 
 
 
 
 

֠ Congratulations to Marcus and Jamie [Yoshida] Sasaki who were married on 
Saturday, October 8 at GVBC. Pastor Chris Koga officiated. Proud family of Jamie 
are parents Duane & Sheryl Yoshida and sister Kacie. 
 
 
 
 
 

֠ Congratulations to Daniel and Jamie Collier who were married on Saturday, October 15. Proud family 
members are parents Kevin & Irene Collier and brother Tim. 

Letters from our family 
� To GVBC, Thank you for the beautiful wreath of flowers [for Theodore Teruhisa Uyema memorial 

service]. It’s greatly appreciated. Sincerely with love, Clara Uyema & Family 
In the News 

� GVBCer Rodney Tanaka’s picture was spotted in the September 29 Gardena Valley News in an 
articled titled “Elks deliver the Bling — again!” The Gardena Elks Lodge No. 1919 had made a 
donation to the Gardena Senior Day Care Center and the Alzheimer’s Clinic during a Gardena Food, 
Wine and Cigar Festival held on Saturday, September 24. During this event, Rodney was also 
pictured presenting the Elks Distinguished Citizenship Award to Kelly Fujio, City of Gardena 
Recreation and Human Services. 

� A mention of Andrew Sunada was in the sports section of the Oct.—Nov. 2011 JEMS Journal. 
Andrew received an extended appreciation for delivering a wonderful devotional message at the 
Annual JEMS Co-Ed Softball Tournament. 

FAMILY NEWS 

As a board, we discussed the idea of planting a second Citylights Church and all of the fears involved 
were outweighed by the obvious need and our unique position to be used by God to reach this niche. 
From the beginning we have had a desire to be mission focused and we have always expected to do 
that through multiple contextualized church plants. So now it was time to follow through on what we felt 
God calling us to do.  

Thien Doan will be leading Citylights OC and I will be heading up Citylights LB. Each site will operate 
completely separately with their own budgets and bank accounts. However, we remain united as a 
single leadership team and consider ourselves a singular, pastoral team spread over two locations. This 
allows each church the freedom to contextualize ministry to maximize effectiveness while enjoying the 
benefits of collaboration with each other in areas such as sermon prep, children’s ministry and outreach 
events.  

Of course this is a frightening, stretching move for us as a church. However, just as in the life of the 
individual believer, being willing to follow God’s leading out of our own comfort zones and into total 
dependence is a vital aspect of a life of faithfulness. Thank you all so much for your continued support 
of Citylights Church. God uses your presence as a constant, reassuring encouragement to us as we 
seek to fulfill all He has called us to do.  

(Citylights Church News Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� Oasis 
We will be taking a break for the holidays. OASIS will 
end on Wednesday, November 16. We will begin again 
on Wednesday, January 4, 2012. Taught by Pastor 
Ron Matsuda, ext 679 or ron@gvbc.net. 

� 301 Class Part 2 
October 23 in Room 218 at 12:30 - 3:30 PM. Discovering 
Ministry (two-part series). Learn about your unique 
spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, 
Abilities, Personality, Experience) and take the next 
step in the ministry exploration process. Lunch is 
provided. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto. Register 
by checking off the appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-
mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net 

� Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
Shoeboxes will be available on Sunday, October 23 in the 
Narthex and we will collect them during our Thanksgiving 
service in the Community Hall on Sunday, November 20. 
(see article on page 2). 

� Winning the Job Search Seminar 
Saturday October 29, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. This FREE 
seminar is a great opportunity for those facing layoffs or 
those pursuing employment during the recession. We’ll 
discuss topics such as: overview of the current job 
market, designing a plan of action, effective research, 
networking, resumes/cover letters, follow-up, interview 
skills, and mental issues (fear, anxiety, depression). Also, 
we’ll have a question and answer time. To register or for 
info go to: winthejobsearch.eventbrite.com. 

� GVBC Tour sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 
Deadline to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. Newport 
Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, Thursday, 
December 15. Cost $109 per person. Dinner at the Five 
Crowns in Corona Del Mar, evening cruise in the Newport 
Harbor Christmas Boat Parade, Rodgers Gardens 
“Christmas Fantasy.” Tour leaves GVBC at  1:45 p.m., 
returns approx. 10 p.m. Register at the information table 
in the Courtyard after the worship services or contact: 
Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 (See page 3) 
� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall BACK 
���� one hour. 

� Annual Election Meeting 
Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:30 p.m. [see page 3]. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 
� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 
� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 
� First Sunday of Advent November 27 
� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Experience the joy at Christmas again. One Preview 
Night — a full dress rehearsal — and three encore 
performances. FREE ! 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. Preview Night — 
a full dress rehearsal. 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. full performance 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Community Hall 

First to Fifth Grade 
November events to be announced soon. 
 
December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” Musical (invite your 

parents, family, and friends) 
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, email: susan@gvbc.net 

�Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 7:30 p.m. 
full performance. 
Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience this heartfelt, 
nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. This not-so-
perfect Christian family learns about God’s love, 
understanding and forgiving each other, joining them 
together forever. Check out our Facebook page at 
Prodigal Christmas Musical. Contact David Cheng at 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley, ext. 673 
or email her at susie@gvbc.net. 

� All-church Christmas Potluck 
Sunday, December 4, 5:00—7:00 p.m. Community Hall 

� Angels’ Breakfast Saturday, December 10 
� Classes Offered at GVBC 

Sunday, December 11 = 101 (membership & baptism), 
201 (spiritual maturity), & 401 (my life’s mission),  
12:30 — 4:30 p.m. A light lunch is provided. Sign up 
on your Communication form or call the office. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo. We 
will be collecting hotel-size soaps and shampoo, 
travel-size toothpaste & toothbrushes to take down 
to Mexico with us. Please bring them in a plastic 
bag and set them in the office behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk. NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. 
Spanish is helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima via the church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
October 28 — Worship Night (set up for Black Light Maze 

for Harvest Festival on Monday, Oct. 31—
opportunity to serve) 

November 4 — James 5:1-6, Warning to the Rich 
November 11 — James 5:7-12, Patience 
November 18 — James 5:13-20, Power of Prayer (180 

Sleepover) 
November 25 — Service project: Operation Christmas 

Child shoeboxes 
 

December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” Musical (invite your 
parents, family, and friends) 

December 9 — TBD 
Sat., Dec. 10 — Serve at Operation Christmas Child,    

4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
December 16 — TBD 
December 23 — Christmas Party (bring extra white 

elephant gifts) 
Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,email: daniel@gvbc.net 
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Issue 20 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, November 2. 
Hard copies available on Friday, November 4 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, October 30. 

For Sale by Owner:  Property at Green Hills 
GVBC owns seven individual adjacent cemetery plots located at Green Hill Memorial Park’s Sunset 
Terrace. The Board of Deacons has decided to make them available to the congregation for purchase  

According to Green Hills, each individual plot is currently valued at $7,900 and for an additional $3,650 
they can be converted to companion spaces. 

If you are interested, please call Peggy at the church office, extension 675 or email her at 
peggy@gvbc.net and she will refer you to our contact at Green Hills. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

We Have a New Employee 

Andrew Sunada has joined our GVBC staff. 
Andrew’s job will mainly be in maintenance and 
he’ll be working part time. 

Welcome aboard Andrew. 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Teresa Choi  Walter Choi 

Barbara Moncada  Gladys Choi 

Merrick Yoshida,  Wallis Yoshida 

    Jodie & Voltaire Rivera 

Mary Maeda  Mike Maeda  

 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the 

College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 



Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

James Chang, Assistant Pastor — Worship, ext. 682 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680  

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Teaching, ext. 679 

Eiji Osato, Nichigo Pastor, ext. 676 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Linda Matsuda — Director Early Childhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Paul Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior High, ext 684 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Aubrey Matsunami, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Series: The Hole in Our Gospel 
 

Sunday, October 23 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ What’s wrong with this picture? 

 
Sunday, October 30 

Pastor Steve ~ Putting the American dream to death 
 

Sunday, November 6/Communion (Fall back 1 hour) 
Pastor Steve ~ Uncovering the hole in the church 

 
Sunday, November 13 

Pastor Steve ~ Repairing the Hole in the World 
 

Sunday, November 20 
Both services in the Community Hall 

Thanksgiving Service 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 
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